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Brutes It is scarcely necessary to write a Preface in order to
explain the nature of the three Essays which constitute the
following pages. They are in themselves so short, that a
prefatory outline would nearly equal either of them in extent. I
shall therefore merely remark, that the subjects are of
sufficient interest to induce the attention of a few leisure
moments; the reflections from which may possibly be found
not to be altogether unprofitable to the reader. In this happy
country, where all are permitted to think for themselves (that
is, if they choose), without restriction from religious or
sectarian prejudices, and to commit to the press their views on
any subject that they may deem interesting to themselves or to
others, no apology is necessary from the writer, though but a
layman, for venturing on certain topics of inquiry,...
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