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Ashton, both boys and girls, even though they make mistakes,
indicate genuine interest and intelligence, and ought to
persevere; and a good word must likewise be given to Woburn,
Biggleswade (where a little more sympathy might be cultivated),
Studham (where, however, there is bad confusion between the
House-and HedgeSparrows), Barton Manor, and Kensworth.
Here is a suggestive extract from one of the Ashton essays: -- The
neighbourhood of Dunstable is noted for its skylarks. They are
caught in large nets, often carried by two men. Professional
Markers start their occupation about seven o clock at night, and
do not cease before one or two in the morning. During that time
they can catch from 300 to 400 larks. These are sent to London,
some alive in cages, and some dead ready to be sold in the
poultry shops. It is reported that about 50,000 larks...
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