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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .may be contracted extra-genitally and that the innocent is as exposed to
the contraction of the disease as the incontinent--at this junction--society at large began to loosen up its
persecution of the unfortunate syphilitic. Syphilis, as a disease, began to be considered by the medical
profession in the same light as measles, tuberculosis, etc., especially since the advance of social and personal
hygiene. In the dentist, the physician ought to find the most sympathetic and solid support in combatting
syphilis. The support ought to be given to the medical men not only as a mere benevolence or for mere
humanitarian views, but for self defence. The mucous membrane, especially near the angles of the mouth is a
favorite place where the mucous patch or condyloma latum so frequently forms a luring bait for the chapped
fingers of our average dentist. Now then, is the average dentist qualified to be his or her own guardian against
the syphilitic patient? Furthermore, may the medical profession rely on the diagnosis of syphilis reported by the
dentist? To my knowledge as to what the average dentist knows and does not know in the fields of oral
pathology and bacteriology, I am certain in the correctness of my answer that he is not. Of course, many a
dentist may think himself well nigh competent to diagnose and follow up a syphilitic case both by laboratory
and physical diagnosis, but let us, colleagues, be frank on this very important and dangerous issue--we...
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