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indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .were of strap rails laid on wooden stringers and well nigh worn out, and
its construction could not be continued, nor could the State reconstruct it with heavier rails. The State was
prostrate so far.as its credit was concerned. There was no railroad through Canada. There was no railroad
west of Kalamazoo. The Michigan Central was rebuilt by its new owners and extended to Chicago. Then the
Qreat Westein Railroad was built in Canada, and afterward other lines were constructed which gave the system
direct connections with most parts of the State. When the Michigan Central negotiations were finished, Mr. Joy
took an active part in the organization of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company. He went over
the route from Chicago to Burlington and Quincy, and, after becoming well acquainted with the country and its
resources, he had little difficulty in financing the project. Then he became prominently connected with the
extension of the road to Fort Kearney, Neb., and before long was in a commanding position among the railway
operators of the country. He was elected President of the Michigan Central Railroad Company in 1865, and was
largely instrumental in the construction of a number of lines, most of which ultimately passed into the control
of the company of which he was the head. One of his most interesting enterprises was the first Detroit River
tunnel, which was partly built, and another was the first canal at Sault Ste. Marie, which was turned...
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