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Superannuated Ministers: And the Indigent Families of Deceased Ministers of the Synod of South Carolina The
Scriptural law, enforcing the duty of the Church to furnish an adequate support to the Christian Ministry, has
recently been so fully discussed, and, not long since, so eloquently pressed before the Synod of South Carolina
by one, who was never heard by it without respect, and, on that occasion, not without profound emotion, that it
would be unnecessary now to advert to it, otherwise than as furnishing the principle upon which the subject of
the present address is based. While, however, the general obligation to afford the Ministry a comfortable
sustenance has been freely canvassed, the specific duty of supporting superannuated preachers of the Gospel,
and the indigent families of deceased Ministers, has not been presented to the Church as fully as it might have
been. It seems to have been tacitly assumed that, according to the commercial maxim of rendering an
equivalent for value received, the preacher of the Gospel may only claim a subsistence during his actual term of
service; and that when, from whatever cause he ceases to discharge the active functions of the Ministry, the
obligation of the Church to sustain him comes to a corresponding close. A due regard to the Divine statutes
touching this matter, to reason, and to the instincts of our nature, will, we apprehend, convince us that this
principle is falsely applied in the case before us. I. From the tenor of the enactments embodied in the Levitical
Code, respecting the support of the ministry of the ancient...
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