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From clinical observations it is apparent that there are a number of phenomena attending operations and
injuries of the thorax and the respiratory tract which are not sufficiently well understood for ready application
in surgery. Instead of taking up the subject in a general way, it was thought best to divide it into parts, and to
make a research on each subject separately. From the nature of the subjects, some parts overlap others. It has
been only within recent years that opportunities have been general for experimental work on that part of
physiology which relates so directly to surgery. It has been the aim in this work to dwell upon the subjects of
most practical importance, and to elucidate, as far as possible, the practical bearings of the several questions
under consideration. It is not intended to be exhaustive on-all the subjects taken up, nor have all the data
accumulated in the experiments been recorded in the protocols, as this would involve unnecessary detail. About
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