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Tenn;, An Address Before Its O>icers and Students on Its Ninth Anniversary, Dec; 1, 1884 On this first day of
December, 1884, the State Normal College completes its ninth year. I have been accustomed, on its recurring
anniversaries, when possible, to call attention to its early life, and to trace its development from period to
period. As now, another year has just been added, closing up its first nine years; and as, in the course of nature,
each year diminishes the number of those who were conversant with its humble beginning, I can not, perhaps,
do a greater service to the College, than by asking your patient attention, while I endeavor to recount, and to
place on record, somewhat in detail, its important history. As one of the consequences of the great and general
reaction which commenced soon aJer the close of the late Civil War, the attention of thinking, patriotic men
was, with new interest, aroused to the necessity for a more complete and more generally di>used education of
the people; and strenuous e>orts were made to establish free schools everywhere. But it was, of course, readily
seen, that however great exertions might be put forth to accomplish this object, they would prove of little value,
unless some scheme should be devised and intelligently pursued, by which these schools should be properly
conducted and taught. The exhaustion of the country, with the poverty and depression of the great mass of the
people, consequent upon the war, opposed almost insuperable obstacles to every undertaking of magnitude
requiring capital for its prosecution. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes...
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