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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . their persons dim and forgotten, and as the Tsar of Russia
marched through the eastern provinces of France he discovered no trace of loyalty to the white flag. Twenty-
five years crowded with brilliant events and far-reaching changes had passed since Louis, Count of Provence,
and his brother D Artois had fled across the frontier to escape the furies of the Revolution; and in the new and
vivid life of the Empire all that concerned the old world of the monarchy had seemed archaic, irrelevant, and
trifling. But France was weary of battle, and unwilling to embark upon an unknown ocean of political
experiment. It was no hour for a constituent assembly, with Russians and Austrians encamped in Paris, and so
long as Napoleon was alive and near at hand an imperial regency failed to offer gurantees of stability and
peace. It was necessary, as Talleyrand observed, that the new regime should be founded on a principle, and the
Bourbons relied on the principle of legitimacy. Their restoration under adequate conditions would be a solemn
pledge given to Europe that France was tired of adventure and would keep the peace. It was hoped that in a
constitutional charter that troubled nation would at length be composed to rest. The psychological current in
European literature was setting strongly towards romance. The Middle Ages, which Voltaire could never
understand because their superstition revolted his clear intelligence, began to exercise a fascination now that
the practical evils...
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