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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: .were drawn up by several members of the Academy of
Sciences. His memory retained an infinite number of names and situations. He remembered quantities and
numbers wonderfully. One day an account was presented to him in which the minister had ranked among the
expenses an item inserted in the account of the preceding year. There is a double charge, said the King; bring
me last year s account, and I will show it yet there. When the King was perfectly master of the details of any
matter, and saw injustice, he was obdurate even to harshness. Then he would be obeyed instantly, in order to
be sure that he was obeyed. But in important aEairs of state the man of will was not to be found. Louis XVI. was
upon the throne exactly what those weak temperaments whom nature has rendered incapable of an opinion
are in society. In bis pusillanimity, he gave his confidence to a minister; and although amidst various counsels
he oFen knew which was the best, he never had the resolution to say, I prefer the opinion of such a one. Herein
originated the misfortunes of the State.--Soulavie s Historical and Political Memoirs of the Reign of Louis X VX,
vol. U. CHAPTER VIL Severe Winter.--The Princesse de Lamballe Appointed Superintendent of the Household.--
The Comtesse Jules de Polignac Appears at Court M. de Vaudreuil.--Duo and Duchesse de Duras.--Fashionable
Games. The winter following the confinement of the Comtesse d Artois was...
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