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Excerpt: .seized, and converted into fuel by such visitors. From
cleanly cut sections, made by the excavations in various parts
of the island, a very distinct idea of the internal construction of
the work was obtainable. (See Fig. 4 in the Plate). The old
crannog builders appear to have selected a natural shoal in
the loch as the scene of their operations. This shoal consists of
marl, covered by a streak of whiteish sand, about four inches
in depth. Over the sand, to a height of six or eight inches, was a
stratum of yellowish clay, which supported unhewn logs of oak
and birch, together with an immense quantity of small
branches, twigs, brambles, small pebbles, c., c., compressed
into a peatlike mass, about two feet thick. These are covered by
about two feet of earth, containing here and there layers of
burnt clay and 8tones....
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