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Original publisher: New Orleans: U. S. Dept. of the Interior, Minerals Management Service, Gulf of Mexico OCS
Region, 2002 LC Number: TN871. 3 . S67 2002 v. 1-2 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)51092385 Subject: OFshore oil
industry -- Social aspects -- Louisiana. Excerpt: . . . additional researchers spent from two weeks to several
months each in southern Louisiana talking with families and gathering information on community and
industry organization. Preliminary study findings were shared with participants in a series of 21 focus group
meetings held in the communities between March 8 and 19, 2000. Due to the changes occurring in the industry
and the region at the time of the study, researchers maintained communication with local contacts and
returned to the communities through June, 2001. Discussions were oGen tape-recorded and always
summarized in written notes. Families and Communities As this volume demonstrates, OCS activity is the source
of a wide array of workplaces and patterns and establishes the parameters within which many diFerent
lifestyles develop. Workers and their families have indicated that the nature and extent of OCS-related impacts
vary according to industry sector and position within the sector and the company. Factors that influence
impacts include: ( 1 ) stability and vulnerability of employment in the sector; ( 2 ) wages and opportunities for
advancement; ( 3 ) patterns of work scheduling; and ( 4 ) safety. Within and among sectors, company responses
to industry fluctuations, restructuring, and other changes in the oil and gas industry diFer considerably, and
these responses contribute to the impacts felt by workers and families. Irregular schedules, unpredictable
patterns of work and employment, and risky work environments have direct and indirect eFects on the families
and communities of the people who...
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