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Remediation at EDA-Coded Brownfield Sites, Fiscal Years 1998-2004 Number of sites 300 257 250 191 200 150 139 (
54) 100 100 ( 52) 72 ( 28 ) 50 53 ( 28 ) 0 All CERCLA-defined Type of brownfield site Estimated brownfield sites
that did not include remediation activities Estimated brownfield sites that included remediation activities
Estimated brownfield sites for which EDA funds were spent on remediation activities Source: GAO analysis of
EDA data. EDA officials said that they generally tried to limit the amount of grant funds that were used for
remediation activities, per an EDA Directive effective July 1992 and later clarified in a memorandum from the
Acting Assistant Secretary of EDA in June 2000, which states that EDA typically participates in hazardous waste
cleanups as part of a larger economic development project, but not as the principal activity of the EDA funded
activity. As previously stated and further shown in the examples presented below, we generally found this to be
true for the projects we reviewed. EDA officials explained that they were in business to redevelop blighted areas
in order to create higher paying jobs and promote private investment and that remediation was an incidental
EDA activity. They noted that former property owners or other federal agencies, such as EPA or HUD that have
specific brownfield grant programs, should help fund remediation at sites requiring a significant amount of
environmental cleanup. Specific examples Page 11 GAO-06-7 EDA Brownfield Remediation This item ships from
La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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